
TRYOUT PACKET: ROUND I 
Thank you for your interest in the Harvard Mock Trial Association! We look forward to observing your 
Round I Tryout, and to getting to know you better. Do not worry if you have never done mock trial 

before—many of our team members had no mock trial experience before joining the team. 

This packet contains all of the information you’ll need to prepare for Round I. Inside, you’ll find step-
by-step instructions regarding Round I sign-ups, information about available resources as you 

prepare, and the material from which you’ll need to work. We strongly recommend that you do not 
bring notes to your Round I Tryout. 

If you have questions, don’t hesitate to text or email Remington Hill—the Director of Tryouts, 
Training, and Mentoring—at (215) 796-8814 or rhill@college.harvard.edu. 

First steps: Signing UP 
STEP 1: Visit harvardmocktrial.org/trying-out and Complete the Preliminary Form 

On our website, you’ll find our Preliminary Tryout Form, Round I sign-ups, and the HMTA 
Application. You must complete the Preliminary Tryout Form before signing up for a Round I Tryout 
slot. This form puts you on our radar and helps us keep track of you as you move throughout the 
Tryout process. It asks only for basic biographical data, and should take no more than 3 minutes to 
complete. Please fill out this form once and only once.  

STEP 2: Book a Round I Tryout 

After you’ve completed the Preliminary Tryout Form, use this Doodle Poll to book a Round I Tryout 
slot. Round I Tryouts will begin at noon on Sunday, September 9th. Whenever possible, please book 
the earliest available slot. If you experience any difficulties, have an unavoidable conflict, or have any 
questions, please text Remington Hill, our Director of Tryouts, Training, and Mentoring, at (215) 
796-8814. She can also be reached via email at rhill@college.harvard.edu. 

STEP 3: Complete the HMTA Application — Due by 11am on September 9th

The HMTA Application, accessible on our website, is due to Remington Hill via email 
(rhill@college.harvard.edu) by 11am on Sunday, September 9th. Please submit two versions of your 
completed application: one PDF and one Word Document, each with the file name 

https://www.harvardmocktrial.org/join
https://goo.gl/forms/CBsl4fcpeECrEN4K3
https://doodle.com/poll/225rkquw9m7tbc8d
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/420e35_a71bbdd51b6e412ba4743760406202db.docx?dn=HMTA%20Application.docx


“LastName_FirstName_HMTA” and its respective extension (.pdf, .docx., etc.) You must also bring 
(2) printed copies of this completed application to your Round I Tryout. If you have any questions or 
encounter technical difficulties as you complete this application, do not hesitate to reach out to 
Remington Hill via email or text (215) 796-8814. 
 
STEP 4: Prepare for Round I 
 

Everything you need to prepare for Round I can be found within this Tryout Packet. Be sure to read it 
attentively. Round I consists of three components, the Witness, Speech, and Extemporaneous 
portions. Each is described below.  
 
STEP 5: Attend Your Round I Tryout 

 

Please arrive at your Round I Tryout no later than 15 minutes prior to your scheduled time. We 
apologize in advance if we are running 5-10 minutes late. Remember, you must have submitted your 
HMTA Application to rhill@college.harvard.edu by 11am on Sunday, September 9th. Don’t forget to 
bring two printed copies to your Round I Tryout. 
 
In the Witness portion, you will assume the role of one of two witnesses: Taylor Strombom or Jan 
DeFoe.  You will learn that witness’s affidavit (a written statement of facts, sworn to under oath), and 
prepare to testify as that witness on Direct Examination. In the Speech portion, you will deliver a 2-3 
minute prepared speech about a subject of your choosing, with only one limitation: the speech 
cannot be related to the law or Mock Trial. And finally, in the Extemporaneous portion, you will be 
asked to speak on the spot for sixty seconds, answering a question of our choosing. 
 

THE TRYOUT ITSELF 
 
Part 1: Portray a Witness  
 

In the witness portion of your Tryout, you will play the role of either Taylor Strombom (Defense 
Character Witness) or Jan DeFoe (Prosecution Expert) in a 10-question direct examination. In this 
part of your tryout, you’ll be bound by the facts that are included in the witness’s affidavit—a written 
statement of facts sworn to under oath. These affidavits are included below. 
 
This portion of the tryout is a chance to be creative and highlight your speaking and acting abilities. 
Those seeking to portray a “character” witness—one that looks, sounds, and behaves like someone 
you could meet on the street, in the post office, or in your neighborhood—are encouraged to 
choose Taylor Strombom. Those interested in portraying more of an expert—someone with 
specialized knowledge—are encouraged to choose Jan DeFoe. The choice is entirely up to you! 
 
Once you’ve selected which witness to portray, prepare answers to the ten questions listed in the 
Witness Materials section. In your tryout, a member of our program will stand as they would in court, 
and direct examine you using these questions. Please develop your own answers to these questions 
based on the character/personality you have developed for Strombom or DeFoe (even experts have 



styles and personalities!) Under no circumstances should you simply recite the suggested answers 
included in this packet. Each answer, excluding your name, should be roughly two to three lines, and 
should demonstrate your command of the material included in the witness’s affidavit.  
 
For those playing Taylor Strombom, this is your chance to highlight your creative and performance 
ability. Accents and costumes are highly encouraged. As for DeFoe, be sure to enact the persona of 
a professional forensic investigator, but your witness must have a story as well! Expert or character, 
all witnesses must come off as three-dimensional people. We’re looking for candidates that can 
transform a 10-page affidavit into a real person.  
 
Part 2: Deliver an Argumentative Speech 

 

In the speech portion of your tryout, you will deliver a 2-3 minute argumentative speech on any topic 
excluding mock trial. In the past, successful candidates have delivered everything from graduation 
speeches to colorful explanations of the merits of hamburgers over hot dogs. You may not deliver an 
old mock trial statement, and we strong discourage other law-related topics. You may, however, feel 
free to deliver speeches written by others—be they friends or famous people. We are evaluating 
your public speaking ability, particularly in the persuasive context. Please avoid monologues or clips 
from movies. Feel free, however, to make full use of purposeful movement, gestures, and varied 
voice intonation—anything that will improve the persuasive nature of your speech.  
 
Part 3: Extemporaneous Speech  
 

In the extemporaneous portion of your tryout, you will deliver a 1-minute speech on a topic of our 
choosing. We’ll ask you a question that will require you to advocate for a position, and give you 1-
minute to prepare an argument. You’ll have one minute to make your case. As with your prepared 
speech, we’ll be evaluating your public speaking ability.  
 
 
 
 
 
You will be notified via email whether or not you will be advancing to the second round and 
sent the necessary information for the second round of tryouts. The same process will apply for 
those advancing to the third round. If you have any questions or comments, don’t hesitate to reach 
out to rhill@college.harvard.edu. 
 
We are looking forward to helping you succeed and are here to help! Good luck! We cannot wait to 
see you in Round I. 
 
Good Luck! 
Remington Hill 
2018 Director of Tryouts, Training, and Mentoring 
 



Witness Materials 
 
Both witnesses are real, collegiate witnesses from the 2016 national championship case, State v. 
Sinclair. This case is a criminal case, in which the Defendant, Skylar Sinclair, was charged with Murder 
in the First Degree. The State claims that on March 18, 2016, Sinclair struck Jamie Robinson, an 
undercover police officer operating under the name Mickey Keenan, with a blunt object. 
 
Summary of the Known Facts  
 

Skyler Sinclair and Alex Everett were students and roommates at Midlands State University. The two 
were involved in selling drugs as part of a criminal organization run by an individual named Malcolm. 
Midlands State Police Department Officer Jamie Robinson was working an undercover operation 
investigating Malcolm’s organization. Operating under the name Mickey Keenan, Robinson began 
working with Sinclair and Everett. On March 18, 2016, a Midlands news network reported that they 
had discovered the identity of “Mickey Keenan,” showing both Robinson’s full name and 
photograph. The night of March 18, Robinson went alone to a meeting at the Midlands Marina. At 
11:50pm, Robinson’s body was found at the Marina by local law enforcement. 
Robinson died of blunt force trauma to the head. 
 
Skyler Sinclair claims to have been at a class-related performance during the time of Robinson’s 
death. It is alleged that Sinclair drove to the Marina and killed Robinson with a softball bat, which 
was found near the Marina by law enforcement. 
 
Taylor Strombom Direct Examination Questions  
 

1. Could you please introduce yourself to the Court? 

Hi, my name is Taylor Strombom.  

2. And Mr./Mrs. Strombom, how long have you lived in Midlands? 

(This is a chance for you to play up on your character/background) 

3. I’d like to ask you about another student at Midlands State University. Do you know someone 

named Skyler Sinclair? 

Yes, I know him from… 

4. Did you see him Spring semester of last year? 

Yes, we were in a class together… 

5. Did you see Mr. Sinclair on March 18, 2016? 

We had an event for the class… 

6. And where was that concert for your class? 

On campus… 

7. Did you see Mr. Sinclair at the beginning of the concert? 

Yes, around 10:30pm. I saw him signing this sheet… 



8. Did you see him at the end of the concert? 

Yes, around 10:30pm. I saw him signing this sheet… 

9. During the concert, did you ever see Mr. Sinclair leave the auditorium? 

No, and I would have noticed because… 

10. Mr./Mrs. Strombom, you mentioned this concert was on campus. Do you know how far that is 

from the Midlands Marina? 

Yes, about 40 minutes. I know because… 

 
Jan DeFoe Direct Examination Questions  
 

1. Could you please introduce yourself to the Court? 

Hello! My name is… 

2. What do you do for a living? 

I work for the Midlands Department of Criminal Investigation doing… 

3. What is your training and educational background? 

I received a Bachelor’s of Science from… 

4. How are you involved in today’s case? 

I was the forensic investigator on the scene in March… 

5. What pieces of evidence did you analyze? 

I looked at a shoeprint, a mask, and a softball bat… 

6. Let’s talk more about the shoeprint. How did you analyze it? 

I found it near the crime scene and conducted a comparison test. That means… 

7. Did you find a match using this comparison test? 

Yes. I tested a shoe belonging to Skyler Sinclair and determined that… 

8. You mentioned a mask. How did you test that? 

I tested it for DNA using a process that… 

9. What conclusion did you draw from the DNA test? 

I compared DNA from blood stain to DNA from Skyler Sinclair and found… 

10. You also mentioned a softball bat. What did you find from the softball bat? 

There were two bloodstains on the bat, and testing them revealed that… 
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AFFIDAVIT OF TAYLOR STROMBOM

After being duly sworn upon oath, Taylor Strombom hereby states: I am 20 years old and 1 

competent to make this affidavit. I am testifying voluntarily and was not subpoenaed.  2 

I am a sophomore at Midlands State University. I’m involved in a lot of extracurricular 3 

activities at MSU, but the most important to me is Mu Tau, my co-ed Student Social 4 

Organization. I’m currently the Social Chair for Mu Tau.  Next year, I’m going to run for 5 

president, to make Mu Tau great again! Joining Mu Tau is the best thing that happened to me 6 

since I’ve been at MSU. 7 

I know Skyler Sinclair, but not really, really well. Skyler was my pledge parent when I 8 

was rushing Mu Tau, but we haven’t really hung out since. Skyler lives with Alex Everett, who 9 

is also in Mu Tau, but I’ve only been over to Skyler’s and Alex’s apartment a couple of times. 10 

It’s a nice place. It’s in Bulldog Apartments, which is the nice apartment complex that is part of 11 

the residence hall system. It is right next door to the Watt Performing Arts Center on campus. 12 

The best part about living in Bulldog is that the Resident Assistants never come around to check 13 

on anything, or so I’m told. 14 

I think Skyler and Alex use the lack of RA supervision to run their little side business. 15 

Skyler never explicitly mentioned it to me when I was rushing Mu Tau. But last December, as I 16 

was studying for finals, I needed something to stay awake and alert. I asked my friend Payton if 17 

she preferred Red Bull or 5 Hour Energy. She told me that she had a better idea: Adderall. I 18 

talked with Skyler, and Skyler hooked me up with a few pills for free. They kept me awake and 19 

helped me ace the final for my Philosophy of Adele class. Let me be clear, though. I wasn’t 20 

using Adderall like the other people at MSU; I was using it just to help with finals. It worked, but 21 

I swear I never ever went and bought any from Skyler (or anyone else). I think Red Bull is 22 

delicious. I should also say that I have no idea if Skyler and Alex were working with Malcolm or 23 

not. I’ve seen the news and heard the rumors: Malcolm is the organized crime lord of Midlands.  24 

No one crosses Malcolm and lives to tell about it. I just can’t believe Skyler and Alex would be 25 

in the same league as that guy.  26 

In the spring of 2016, Skyler was enrolled in my Music in Midlands class. I say 27 

“enrolled” because Professor Harris called Skyler’s name on the first day of class (Skyler 28 

skipped … it was syllabus week after all), and I saw Skyler in class a couple of other times. 29 

There are about 60 people in the class, so you can’t always tell whether Skyler skips class or not. 30 



 

2 
 

But, when I see Skyler, I always sit next to Skyler in class. I even thought of asking Skyler for 31 

some more Adderall. But, Skyler had high prices, and Skyler didn’t cut deals for anyone that 32 

Skyler couldn’t use for a favor later on. 33 

Alex wasn’t in my class, and I only saw Alex again once we started winter practices for 34 

our intramural softball team. Skyler, Alex, and I all play on the Mu Tau team. It’s a long walk to 35 

the intramural fields for games, and Skyler usually drives us since neither Alex nor I have a car 36 

on campus. Skyler has a great parking spot in the lot right behind the Watt Performing Arts 37 

Center. Skyler’s car, a silver Honda with a Midlands Marauder’s plate MSUBOSS, is always 38 

parked in that lot. Skyler doesn’t let anyone else drive the car, not that Alex would want to—39 

Alex grew up in New York City and is terrified of driving. I’m positive that Alex has never 40 

driven a car before.  41 

The Mu Tau team is pretty decent—well, Alex is really good, but the team isn’t very 42 

good. Alex is taller than Skyler—about 3 inches taller, probably. Alex is also a much better 43 

athlete (though Skyler is the only person on our team who bats left-handed, which can throw 44 

some pitchers for a loop). Alex has a lucky orange bat that Alex always uses, and Alex won’t let 45 

anyone else touch it.  Alex is really superstitious like that. I have literally never seen anyone 46 

other than Alex touch that bat. Alex stores the bat (in its bag) in the trunk of Skyler’s car. 47 

We thought we had a shot at winning the league this year because Alex is so good, but 48 

that all came to a screeching halt the first week in February. We were practicing indoors in the 49 

Rec Center when Alex stepped funny and fell to the floor. I felt sorry for Alex. (Bawling on the 50 

gym floor in front of all of your friends isn’t a good look on anyone.) Alex had surgery to repair 51 

Alex’s ACL right after that. 52 

In March of 2016, it seemed like Alex and Skyler were feuding with each other. I saw 53 

both of them at Mu Tau’s annual Cops and Robbers party on the evening of Friday, March 11. 54 

(Skyler was the robber wearing all black, a black ski mask, and black flip-flops … Skyler loves 55 

flip-flops; Alex wore a cheap cop uniform that Alex probably bought from Toby’s Supplies.)  I 56 

heard Skyler and Alex screaming at each other. I’m not sure if they were arguing over their 57 

apartment, their business, or what. I heard Skyler say to Alex, “With Mickey not doing anything 58 

and you taking over my job, it looks like you’re trying to get rid of me. I won’t allow that.”  Alex 59 

said, “Sounds like I need to watch my back.” Skyler just looked at Alex with a weird look and 60 

said “I’ll do better than that” and walked away. I didn’t see them together again that night.  61 
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Alex got off crutches in the beginning of March 2016, but up until the last time I saw 62 

Alex (around March 15, 2016), Alex was limping around like Alex’s left leg was on fire. 63 

The evening of Friday, March 18, 2016, I attended a live musical performance for the 64 

Music in Midlands class at the Watt Performing Arts Center on the Midlands State University 65 

campus. As part of the class, you have to go to two on-campus concerts (one before midterm and 66 

one after midterm) and write papers connecting the concerts back to your personal experiences. I 67 

procrastinated, so I was stuck going to the last concert before the break: a solo performance of a 68 

man with his sitar. I was less than thrilled. 69 

I got to the Watt Center at 7:45pm. The place was packed, and I didn’t see anyone from 70 

my class when I arrived. Just as the lights went down, I thought I saw Skyler sitting three rows in 71 

front of me. It was hard to tell because the person I think was Skyler was wearing all black, and I 72 

only saw the back of this person’s head. Some other people from class trickled in before the 73 

music started. The concert was pretty dark … just the man and his sitar under a single spotlight. 74 

I didn’t see Skyler at the concert’s intermission, but I wasn’t really looking for Skyler. 75 

After the concert, I saw Skyler sign the sign-in sheet.  Professor Harris doesn’t go to the 76 

concerts, so she uses a sign-in sheet that they put out at the end of the concert—that way you 77 

can’t just sign in and leave. (I don’t think the professor has figured out that you can also just slip 78 

in at the end and sign without sitting through the concert, but I wasn’t going to burst her bubble 79 

on that loophole.) I never got a chance to talk to Skyler at the concert. By the time I made it over 80 

to the sign-in sheet, Skyler had vanished. There was only one name other than Skyler’s on the 81 

sign-in sheet when I signed it. I signed in right under Skyler. I then went back to my apartment, 82 

and pulled an all-nighter working on the paper for my Music in Midlands class. I didn’t leave my 83 

apartment the rest of the night.  84 

I heard that Skyler is accused of that murder at the Midlands Marina (a place I’ve never 85 

visited), but I swear I saw Skyler at the beginning of that concert, and that was at 8:00pm. I 86 

remember because I thought it was ridiculous that you would wear flip-flops to a concert! You 87 

should dress up for things like this! But, Skyler wears flip-flops everywhere. I’ve never seen 88 

Alex wear flip-flops. I also saw Skyler at the end of the concert, at about 10:30pm or so. I can’t 89 

say that I saw Skyler during the concert’s intermission, but I wasn’t really looking for Skyler. 90 

Yeah, there weren’t very many people from our class at the concert, but it was packed with other 91 

people. Who knew that sitar music is so popular? 92 
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I am so ready for this case to be over.  I like to watch Law & Order on TV, but 93 

participating in real life is not so much fun.  The only other time I’ve been in a courtroom was 94 

when I got picked up for shoplifting in sixth grade.  I wasn’t technically convicted of a crime (so 95 

I never have to check that box on job applications), but I was adjudicated delinquent.  I’ve kept 96 

my nose clean ever since. 97 

Of the documents and exhibits I have been shown in this case, I am familiar only with the 98 

following: Exhibit #1 looks like the ski mask that Skyler had at the Cops and Robbers party. 99 

Exhibit #2 looks like flip-flops I’ve seen Skyler wear. Exhibit #4 is a picture of Alex’s bat. 100 

Exhibit #10 is the sign-in sheet that Skyler and I signed at the end of the sitar concert on March 101 

18, 2016. The attorneys showed me the text of Stipulations #6 and #7, and they accurately 102 

describe my friends Skyler and Alex. 103 

I swear or affirm the truthfulness of everything stated in this affidavit. Before giving this 104 

statement, I was told I should include everything that I know may be relevant to my testimony, 105 

and I followed those instructions. I know that I can and must update this affidavit if anything 106 

new occurs to me until the moment before opening statements begin in this case. 107 

   Taylor Strombom 108 
 109 

Duly Subscribed and Sworn By Me on this, the 25th day of March, 2016:    110 
   Monica Davis 111 

         Notary Public 112 
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Official Report of 
Midlands Department of Criminal Investigation 

DCI Criminalistics Laboratory 
 

Agency:   Midlands Department of Justice Offense:       Murder 
Case #: MDOJ-16-1940    Offense Date: 3/18/16 
Officer: Harley Turner    Criminalist:      DeFoe 
Suspects: Skyler Sinclair    Victim(s): J. Robinson 
 

Background 
1. My name is Jan DeFoe. Since 2012, I have held the position of Criminalist in the 

Criminalistics Laboratory for the Midlands Department of Criminal Investigation 
(MDCI).  The MDCI Lab is the only accredited criminal forensics laboratory in the 
State of Midlands and the Lab supports law enforcement agencies statewide.  The 
Criminalistics Laboratory is a separate administrative unit within the MDCI and our 
chain of command is separate from that of investigating officers.  The MDCI also has 
statutory authority independent of the Midlands DOJ, though we frequently consult 
with and support Midlands DOJ prosecutions. 
 

2. I hold an M.A. in Forensic Science from the Pennsylvania State University and a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Physics from Occidental College. In addition to my 
official responsibilities for the MDCI, I am an Adjunct Professor at Midlands State 
University where I teach Introduction to Forensic Science. I have published 4 peer-
reviewed papers relating to blood spatter analysis and latent print identification. My 
Master’s Thesis was titled “Best Practices for the Collection of Plastic Print 
Evidence.”  
 

Preliminaries 
3. At 11:45PM on March 18, 2016, I was contacted by Investigator Harley Turner of the 

Midlands State Department of Justice about a potential homicide at the Midlands 
Marina.  (Although the Midlands DOJ is a separate law enforcement agency from the 
MDCI, the Criminalistics Laboratory works frequently with DOJ investigators.) I 
immediately went to the scene to collect evidence, arriving at approximately 
12:15AM on March 19. At the scene, I examined blood spatter on the dock.  
 

4. At 6:10PM on March 19, 2016, Turner directed me to the Midlands Marina to collect 
additional evidence. When I arrived, I spoke to Sam Fisher who informed me that 
Fisher had spotted a softball bat under some brush. When I arrived, I noted 
bloodstains on the handle and barrel of the bat. Fisher informed me that at no point 
did anyone, including Fisher, touch the softball bat. Forensic tests, including DNA 
testing, revealed no evidence of contamination beyond what would be expected from 
an object left in the woods for one day. Still, the condition of the bat is such that it is 
unable to be handled or shown in court. I did photograph the bat in my lab (Exhibit 
#4). Three feet toward the path from where the bat was found, I saw a shoeprint in 
the mud. I photographed the shoeprint (Exhibit #3). 
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5. Turner and I also executed a search warrant at the Everett-Sinclair apartment on the 
MSU campus at 1:00AM on March 21, 2016. From a sealed garbage bag in the 
dumpster outside the apartment, I recovered a black ski mask (Exhibit #1) and a pair 
of flip-flops (Exhibit #2). There were no ski masks or flip-flops found inside the 
apartment. Visual inspection of the trash bag suggested that it was the same color 
and brand as the garbage bags located under the sink in the kitchen of the Everett-
Sinclair apartment. 
  

6. I am familiar with the map of the Midlands Marina (Exhibit #11). Point “A” is the 
location of the blood spatter and Point “C” is where I collected the bat and shoeprint.  
 

7. Though I subjected the ski mask, flip-flops, and bat to all available forensic tests, I 
found no hairs (or hair follicles) in or on the ski mask. As for the flip-flops, the left flip-
flop contained no usable forensic evidence and the only forensic evidence of note on 
the other (right flip-flop) is described below. There was no usable DNA profile on the 
flip-flop and no mud or other material (beyond the stain described below) that 
identified the whereabouts of this flip-flop at any point in time. The bat contained no 
usable fingerprints. 
 

Shoeprint 
8. There was one usable footprint found in the mud at the Midlands Marina. The print 

was a plastic print, as opposed to a latent print, simply meaning that it was visible to 
the naked eye. The print was located east of the trail and north of the Midlands 
Marina dock. The shoeprint was 11.25” in length and 4.5” in width at its widest point. 
 

9. Upon locating the shoeprint, I photographed it. I provided one of these photographs 
as Exhibit #3. I then took a casting of the shoeprint using dental stone. If shoeprints 
are left on flat or removable surfaces, a shoeprint can be collected using a gelatin 
lifter or fingerprint powders, essentially treating the shoeprint as a giant fingerprint. In 
situations like this, where the print is a three-dimensional one, a better approach is 
to make a cast (essentially a three-dimensional model) of the print. 
 

10. Normally, it is difficult to match an individual shoeprint to a particular shoe, since 
commercial manufacturers produce thousands of shoes with the same tread pattern. 
Three characteristics of treads are used to match shoes to their prints:  

a. Class characteristics are the features of a shoe made by a manufacturer that 
distinguish one model of footwear from others. 

b. Wear characteristics are imperfections in the tread of the shoe caused by 
normal usage. 

c. Individual characteristics are imperfections in the tread of a shoe, caused 
either by errors in the manufacturing process or usage that damages the sole 
of the shoe. 

Individual and wear characteristics—if they are unique to a particular shoe—can be 
used to match a shoeprint to an individual shoe.  
 

11. There were three notable individual characteristics of the shoeprint I examined: one 
approximately in the middle of the shoeprint and two toward the top.  I also noted a 
significant wear characteristic: wear to the lower-left portion of the tread pattern. 
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12. The FBI Footwear and Tire Tread Files database contains manufacturer information 
for a variety of shoe and tire prints and is commonly used by criminalists to 
determine the brand, model, and make of a shoe or tire print found at a crime scene. 
From the database, I determined that the shoe was a flip-flop, size 8-9, made in 
2015 by Old Navy. 
 

13. The flip-flops I collected from the dumpster near the Sinclair-Everett apartment were 
of the same 2015 style manufactured by Old Navy. I noted several imperfections to 
the shoe: (1) an indentation approximately .75” in height and .75” in width located 1” 
to the interior of the sole from the left-hand side of the shoe and 1.75” from the top of 
the shoe, a tack stuck in the sole of the shoe 2” to the interior of the sole from the 
left-hand side and 4.5” from the top of the shoe, and a defect in the strap attachment 
plug such that the plug was cut to approximately a half-moon shape.  There was 
also significant wear to the shoe’s lower-left tread. I noted that I had seen similar 
tacks on a bulletin board in Sinclair’s apartment. I spoke with Sam Fisher and 
determined that Fisher does not wear flip-flops when not on Fisher’s boat. I was thus 
able to rule out Fisher as the source of the print. 
 

14. I made impressions from the flip-flops I recovered and compared them to the cast I 
took of the shoeprint. The tread patterns matched, as did the individual and wear 
characteristics of the shoe. Thus, I concluded, to a reasonable degree of scientific 
certainty, that the flip-flop recovered from the garbage bag outside of the Sinclair-
Everett apartment made the shoeprint found at the Midlands Marina. 
 

Shoe Stain 
15. While making impressions from the flip-flop, I noticed a brown smudge at its tip. The 

smudge looked to be from some sort of stain used to coat wood. To determine the 
composition of the stain, I used Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR), by 
far the most popular method used by criminalists and forensic scientists to examine 
paint and stain evidence. FTIR has passed peer review in the discipline’s top 
journals on innumerable occasions and is the “gold standard” for these tests. 
 

16. FTIR analyzes how well a sample material absorbs infrared radiation at various 
wavelengths. Basically, the analyst shines a beam of light containing many different 
frequencies of light simultaneously at a sample and measures how much of the 
beam is absorbed by the sample. A light containing the full spectrum of wavelengths 
to be used is shined through an interferometer (a configuration of mirrors moved by 
a motor). The interferometer then changes the spectrum of light directed at the 
sample, and the analyst measures the absorption of the light spectrum. The analyst 
then uses an algorithm called the Fourier transform to determine the rate of light 
absorption for each wavelength. This quantity (absorption at each wavelength) is 
unique for every composition. Therefore, by comparing the plots for an unknown 
sample against plots generated by a known sample, the analyst can determine to a 
reasonable degree of professional certainty whether the unknown sample is the 
same composition as the known sample.  
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17. I compared the stain found on the flip-flop with four known samples: stain used on 
the dock at the Midlands Marina; on woodwork throughout the Midlands State 
University Campus, including that at the Watt Performing Arts Center and the 
Bulldog Apartments; and on the woodwork at Lande’s Landing. The stain found on 
the flip-flop was consistent only with the stain used on the dock. Every other known 
sample was inconsistent with the stain used on the dock at the Midlands Marina. 
 

Blood Spatter 
18. There was a noticeable blood spatter pattern at the Midlands Marina. I photographed 

the spatter pattern before taking samples of the blood. After photographing the 
spatter pattern, I collected samples of the blood using clean, new swabs for later 
analysis. 
 

19. The blood droplets left on a surface are called blood spatter, and the droplets’ 
shapes provide invaluable evidence about the nature and force used to propel the 
blood from a body onto the surface upon which the spatter is found. The 
characteristics of the droplets depend on the speed at which the blood leaves the 
body, as well as the force of the object applied to the body. 
 

20. When an object strikes blood, droplets of blood are spread through the air, 
eventually striking a surface. Blood spatter analysis provides scientific information 
about the event that caused the blood to disperse because the shape of the pattern 
left by the blood on a surface is reliably related to the distance the blood travels, the 
type of surface it lands on, the angle of impact, and the velocity at which the blood 
moves through the air. The length and width of the stain is used by analysts to 
calculate the angle of impact while the shape of the stain provides information about 
the direction at which the stain moved, with tails (or “spines”) extending in the 
direction of travel. A drop of blood striking a surface at a right angle (90 degrees) will 
leave an almost perfectly circular pattern; as the angle of impact lessens, spines 
become more prominent. For example, a drop of blood striking a surface at a 60 
degree angle will have an overall more elongated pattern as well as spines that are 
prominent on the side of the spatter opposite the angle of impact.  
 

21. Generally, blood spatter is common in one of three types of injuries: (1) Gunshot 
injuries create a mist-like spatter caused when the bullet enters (and perhaps exits) 
the body, (2) Blunt Force Injuries (such as those left by hitting or beating an 
individual) generally leave large spatter patterns, though individual drops may be of 
varying sizes, and (3) Sharp Force Injuries (such as those caused by puncture 
wounds) generally leave smaller spatter patterns and a more linear overall pattern of 
droplets. The drops on the dock were of varying sizes and a relatively large overall 
pattern, suggesting a high likelihood of a blunt-force injury. 
 

22. Cast-off results when the object causing the injury is swung in an arc (often between 
blows), flinging blood onto nearby surfaces. Cast-off is informative in that it relates 
both the direction of the object’s motion (through analysis of the tails on individual 
droplets, which, again, point in the direction of motion) and the number of blows (by 
counting the number of individual arcs of cast-off after the first, which is the hit that 
draws blood). Here, there was only one arc of spatter found on the dock, indicating 
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that at least two blows were used in the attack. 
 

Blood DNA Identification 
23. I analyzed bloodstains found in four places: (1) blood spatter found on the dock at 

the Midlands Marina, (2) a bloodstain (0.5 cm in diameter) found 2 inches from the 
end of the bat on the handle of the softball bat recovered at the Midlands Marina, (3) 
a large blood stain, approximately 4 inches in height and 6 inches in width) found on 
the barrel (the portion of the bat which would normally be used to hit the ball) of that 
same bat and centered on the “sweet spot” of the bat, and (4) blood spatter found on 
the left-hand side (as one is wearing the mask) and bottom of the ski mask. 
 

24. Forensic scientists have used DNA profiling to analyze physical evidence since the 
mid-1980s. DNA is the abbreviation for Deoxyribonucleic acid, the genetic blueprint 
that contains the instructions for building a living organism. Perhaps surprisingly, 
99.9% percent of human DNA is the same in every individual. However, the 
remaining 0.1% of DNA varies widely among individuals; no two individuals (with the 
notable exception of identical (monozygotic twins) have the same DNA. Hence, 
every person’s DNA is unique. It is also the same in all cell types in an individual’s 
body.  
 

25. A polymerase chain reaction (PCR) was used to amplify fifteen (15) short tandem 
repeat (STR) loci (the core genetic loci used in the United States’s CODIS—
Combined DNA Index System—database) and a sexing locus. PCR works by using 
a DNA polymerase to mirror the natural biological process of DNA replication as 
applied to specific DNA sequences of interest, amplifying the sample DNA to enable 
analysis. STR loci are tracts of short, repeated DNA sequences. The loci targeted 
and amplified were D3S1358, vWA, FGA, D8S1179, D21S11, D18S51, D5S818, 
D13S317, D7S820, D16S539, TH01, TPOX, CSF1PO, Penta D, Penta E, and 
Amelogenin (the sexing locus). PCR using these STR loci is widely used in crime 
laboratories across the country; these techniques were developed by molecular 
biologists and then adapted and applied to forensic science in the 1980s. These 
techniques have passed peer review thousands of times and results such as these 
have been deemed admissible in court in hundreds of thousands of cases in the 
United States. 
 

26. For each locus, we can calculate the expected frequency of the sample’s genotype 
in a representative population sample because each locus is independently assorted 
of the others and the probabilities can be multiplied together to determine the 
probability of the profile in a population of unrelated individuals. Put differently, the 
probability of flipping heads using an unweighted coin is .5, so the probability of 
flipping two heads in a row is .5 x .5= .25. The same rule applies across each of the 
loci used in DNA analysis. For each locus, we are able to determine the frequency of 
that particular genotype in the population, and we simply multiply the frequencies 
together to obtain the overall probability. This is called the product rule.  

This approach allows me to conclude that, for all of the DNA profiles listed below, 
the probability of finding these profiles in a population of unrelated individuals, 
chosen at random, would be less than 1 out of 22 trillion. 
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27. I obtained known samples of the DNA profiles of Jamie Robinson (from a sample 
taken by Dr. Schill at the autopsy), Alex Everett (from a buccal swab I collected on 
March 22, 2016), and Skyler Sinclair (from a buccal swab I collected on March 22, 
2016). The DNA profiles I obtained were compared to all profiles contained in the 
CODIS database (again, the Combined DNA Index System), the FBI’s national DNA 
database, the Midlands Forensic Casework Database (the analogous database 
containing profiles of Midlands offenders), the Midlands Law Enforcement and 
Military Personnel Database, and the profiles obtained from Robinson, Everett, and 
Sinclair. 
 

28. The DNA profile found on the blood spatter on the dock matched the known DNA 
profile of Jamie Robinson. The DNA profile was entirely inconsistent with the DNA 
profiles of Alex Everett and Skyler Sinclair. 
 

29. The DNA profile found on the handle of the softball bat matched the known DNA 
profile of Skyler Sinclair. The DNA profile was entirely inconsistent with the DNA 
profiles of Alex Everett and Jamie Robinson. 
 

30. The DNA profile found on the barrel of the softball bat matched the known DNA 
profile of Jamie Robinson. The DNA profile was entirely inconsistent with the DNA 
profiles of Alex Everett and Skyler Sinclair. 
 

31. There were two DNA profiles found on the ski mask. There was blood spatter found 
on the side of the ski mask (the left side of the mask if one was wearing the mask). 
The DNA profile from this spatter matched the known DNA profile of Jamie 
Robinson. The DNA profile was entirely inconsistent with the DNA profiles of Alex 
Everett and Skyler Sinclair.  
 

32. There was a small blood stain at the bottom edge of the ski mask on the front of the 
mask. The DNA profile from this small blood stain matched the known DNA profile of 
Skyler Sinclair. The DNA profile was entirely inconsistent with the DNA profile of 
Alex Everett and Jamie Robinson. 
 

 
 


